
April 10, 2020 

 

Dear Parmalee Families, 

 

I want to take a moment to thank this amazing community.  So many of you reached out with words of 

kindness and support this past week as we all realized that we are in this for the long haul. I can’t even 

begin to express how much your kind words meant to me after a really tough day and a challenging few 

weeks. 

 

After taking a deep breath and a little bit of time over the weekend, we started asking teachers to share 

the feedback they were hearing from parents regarding how online learning has been working or in 

some cases not working. Molly Bachrodt  and I also received feedback from parents and students and 

we felt we needed to respond to this feedback.  

 

It’s hard to believe that we are completing our third week of remote learning and I hope you have begun 

to notice that we have made some tweaks to our expectations for teaching and learning. We have 

created a Remote Learning Plan Document outlining what is expected of teachers and students. We 

have asked teachers to be more succinct in their communication and expectations for your child’s 

instruction and assignments. We have asked teachers to communicate “must dos” each day. These 

assignments are specific to address the essential academic standards of English Language Arts and Math. 

We have made the deliberate decision to prioritize these subject areas as a way for staff to concentrate 

their planning and feedback on the most critical academic standards. Our students will also be given 

opportunities to engage in Science, Social Studies, Art, Music, P.E., and Social/Emotional units of study, 

however, we will not require students to complete these activities. For these content areas, our goal is 

to provide exposure to these concepts as students have time.  

 

This shift in our academic plan is intended to provide children, families, and teachers with more balance. 

We have heard some of our students have been working well over the recommended 3 hours a day.  A 

priority for our staff is also to have our kids engaging in activities that don’t require screen time. 

Additionally, many of our teachers have been working 12-14 hour days to try to recreate the instruction 

that students were typically receiving during a traditional school day. Most importantly, it has become 

difficult for teachers to provide the critical feedback to student understanding in all academic areas. 

Therefore, we have decided to make the decision to prioritize our expectations for both staff and 

students. It might be easier to think about this shift as quality over quantity. This balance falls between 

holding high expectations for all while maintaining a flexible learning environment during this 

challenging time.  First and foremost, we are asking our students to engage in their learning every day 

and put forth their best effort.  

 

We know that you are your child’s first teacher. We are depending on you to provide the guidance they 

need with the support we are providing. We want to ensure that we are not adding additional stress in 

your homes to an already stressful situation. Please be sure to reach out to us if you or your child are 

struggling with their learning in any way.  More than anything, I hope that when this is all over, our kids 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VO5gU_eAuNacsbFKxZ52_x2sbmeIfFTfOXRcqAqAQoc/edit?usp=sharing


and families are stronger, more resilient, and hold on to the many positive moments that occurred 

during this historic time in our lives. 

 

I miss you all.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ingrid  

 
 
 


